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October 18, 1993

93-291
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
EIU HOSTS HISTORY TEACHERS CONFERENCE

CHARLESTON, IL--The connection between history and the
social studies and their place in the education of American
citizens will be the focus of a history teachers conference at
Eastern Illinois University that will address issues of general
interest to anyone who enjoys history.
Highlighting the Friday, Oct. 29 conference, "History and
the Social Studies: Integration for Excellence," will be a
presentation by

c.

Frederick Risinger, associate director of the

Social Studies Development Center at Indiana University.
He will address a critical question which has recently
received increasing attention among history and social studies
teachers-- " What is the place of history and other social studies
subjects in the contemporary school curriculum?" His presentation
is during the conference luncheon program from 12:15 to 2 p.m. in
the Union University Ballroom.
Risinger has written and spoken widely on trends in social
studies education and instructional improvement and is the author
of a U.S. history textbook. He frequently serves as a consultant
to schools and businesses on these topics.
-more-
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A tour of the Greenwood School Museum on the EIU campus will
follow his talk. The current exhibit, "Building Memories: Architectural Innovation and Society in Coles County," helps to show
how technology changed the homes and lives of Coles county
residents from the days of the earliest settlement in 1824 to the
present. It continues a tradition of annual Greenwood School
Museum exhibits which began in 1978.
The exhibition was researched, planned, designed, constructed and installed by students in the Historical Administration
Program at EIU, under the direction of Michael Cook. The museum
is operated by the Coles County Historical Society.
The 14th annual history teachers conference will also
feature concurrent workshops on Friday that are targeted to
elementary or secondary school social sciences teachers, prospective history teachers or anyone with an interest in history.
Topics range from professional development opportunities for
social studies teachers and integrating historical research into
the classroom to using creative approaches to teach history and
sharing "hands-on" classroom activities.
Among the presenters are high school and college history and
social studies teachers with extensive teaching experience,
including two members of the EIU history faculty.
Conference sponsors from EIU are the Department of History,
Social Science Studies Program and the School of Adult and
Continuing Education. Others are the Coles County Historical
-more-
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Society and the Superintendents of the Eastern Illinois Educational Service Regions.
For more information or to register, call Eastern's School
of Adult and Continuing Education at 581-5116 or 1-800-446-8918.
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